FofeSfnY Chuwven FR 
'F ' 


{AY 4 " 


 JUSTIFICATIO 
OF ERS | 1 
PROCEEDINGS - A 

» 0 2 
FRENGCGH-CHURCH 


IN 


LONDON) 
About the ſuſpenſion of me 
M- ELIJAH DELMEy, ** 


RA . _ ; OR 
{RS STE Oy 


is , 


4% 

$44 Ee : - 

It <4 ” 
d; . 


380 " 
" ib by 1 Tag 


Printed by Rs DA NIEL, 1656, 2 


” 
£7 > « 
Þ; OTIENT. = 

he” PRO 


5 


— 


Sr Sort 


A 
JUSTIFICATION 
Of the proce of the French- 


Church in London , about the 
ſuſpenſion of M* Elijah Delmey. 


van RAG He French Church in London having, 
Ez FA bin troubled almoſt two ycarsby M* 
PPE Delmey , who hath renewed & fomen- 
ECy tcd that unhappy diviſion wherewith 
= US: the Church had been vexed theſe ma- 
Sam 4 F ny years; the Conliftory, after they had 
JICG WE NE very often repreſented to him his fail- 
ings, and conjured him in the name 
of Godto mend himſelf; ſecing that inſtead of mending 
he rejeted all admonitions, and hardened himſelf more 
and more in hisſin; after they had too long ſuffered ander 
his diſorders, have in the end been neceſlitated to ſuſpend 
him from the exerciſe of his Miniſtery, untillhe do acknow- 
ledge his faults and return tohis dutic. 
This ation which hath been approved by all perſons 


that were not prepolſſeſt, and hath fatisfied many that were 
A 2 often 


(2) 
offended at ourindulgence, hath onthe other ſide diſplea- 
ſed the kindred of M** Delmey and ſome other factions 
perſons, who have by allmanner of wayes publiſhed their 
reſentment and diſpleaſureat it. To that end not content 
tohaye preſented to his Highneſi the Lord Proteftor, pe- 
titions full of impudent lies & bale calumnies againſt the 
Conliſtory, they have beſides ſpred libells and ſcandalous 
papers among the Engliſh Miniſters, endeavouring to 
make us odious unto thoſe, that govern the Church and the 
State. * Wee on the contrary reſting upon the juſtice of 
our cauſe did not ftirre but were quiet, hoping that God 
would maintain our innocency, confound falſhood-, make 
the truth appear, and fruſtrate the fraudulent practiſes of 
thoſe, that have declared themſelyes our adycrſaries and 
enemies. j- 

But finding that the little care, we took to juſtifie our 
ſelves, hath made many to believe us guilty of thoſe things 
wherewith we were charged, after we had with Chriſtian 
moderation & patience ſtayed longerthen in prudence we 
were obliged, we have thought it unfit any longer to aban- 
don our cauſe by a pernicious difſſimulation and ſhamefull 
filence: So wereſolyed to publiſh the cauſes which have 
moved yea obliged us to this ſuſpenſion of M* De/mey , 
that eyery one mayjudge onthe one ſide ofthe irregularity: 
ofhis proceedings and the injuſtice of thoſe that ſide with 
him and ſlander us: and on the other, acknowledgetheju- 
tice ofour ations. Towhichpurpoſe we will repreſent 
in few words the ſubje&s we have of complaint againſt 
him and the faults of which we accuſe him. 

1. Firſt, that both in his ordinary diſcourſes and in his 
Sermons he hath reviled-and (landered the whole Confiſto- 
ry, his colleagues, and many ofthe Elders in particular , yez 
having ſet forth horrible and falſe accuſations of which he 
hath beep ſhameſully convinced; | 2; That 


Eo 


2 That having publiſht all that which paſt in the Conſi- 
ſtory upon the ſubje& of our differences, he hath kindled and 
cntertained an unhappy diviſion in the Church, 

3. Thatholding private Aſſemblies with ſome members 
ofthe Church,he hath made uſe of them to oppoſe the go- 
vernment ofthe Conſfiſtory, and by that means hath further 
fomented the diſcords and quarrels. 

4. Thathe went from houſe to houſe ſowing liesand 
calumnies againſt the Conſiftory. 

5. Thathehathmany times in his Sermons inveighed a+ 
gainſt the doftrine of his Colleagues,& never would con- 
fer wirh them privately to deſire them to clear their mind a- 
bout thoſe things which he found amiſs, nor make any ap- 
plication tothe Confiſtory to complain, according to the 
Order ſet down about that. 

6. Thatin his Sermons he hath often inveighed againſt 
the reunion of the Church of Canterbury made in the laſt 
Colloquic, andrenewed the old quarrels, as alſo by the Let- 
ter which he had written for that Church in the name of 
our Conliſtory full of heayy reproches, and by that means 
hath declared himſelfan enemy to our Churches, as it was 
reſolved in that yery Colloquie. 

7. In that he hath raiſed an unhappy. quarrell' between 
Mc Ciſner, and M* Turion and M*® Defervacques And that: 
in ſtead of labouring to appeale it, as, he was intreated, 
he hath kindled and venomed it, joining with theſe two laſt 
inafoul accuſation which they have ſet forth againſt M*- 
Ei/zer, & upholding the quarrell with them to the very laſt, 
although the Conſiſtory had declared it to be falſe and ill 
grounded. . | 

$. Thatcontraryto the Order of the Confiſtory he hath 
ofhisown head ſent & recommended M* Kerhwell to the: 
Church of Saxrof where a Schiſme was formed upon that 
accaſion. Ry 9. That: 
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9. That hehath very often lied in our Conſiſtory, for 
which he hath been rebuked and convicted. 

Ofall theſe charges againſt M* Delwey we have convin- 
cing proofs, ſome of which we will here produce, keeping 
other proofsin reſerve, ifhe havethe confidence to deny a- 
ay thing that we charge him with. 

Although all theſe offences and many more juſtly deſer- 
vedagreat ſatisfation, yet we have alwayes bin diſpoſed to 
forgive him all that was paſt, upon condition that he ſhould 
return to his duty for the time to come. | 

W herefore contenting our ſelyesto tell him of his faults 
with all mildneſs we hada fingular care to make orders to 
hinder the continuation of his diſorders. All the Ads we 
have done about that may be referred to theſe three. 

I. Thatthe Paſtours should promiſe to keep the affairs of 
the Conſiſtory ſecret. | 

2. That the Paſtours should not preach one againſt the o- 
ther, but if any found fault with the Sermon of his Col- 
league he should ask him ſatisfattion inprivate , or adareſs 
himſelf to the Conſiſtory , not undertaking of himſelſ to con- 
fute the dofFfrine, which he Should nat find agreeing to his 
ſenſe. 

Thethird At was done upon occaſion of a difference 
between M* Ci/ner and ME Delmey, who complaining one 


* of another, the Conſiſtory gave order, for thar reconcilia- 


tion, that the CAL :i/ters should mutually ask and give pardon 
for all offenſes. 

Though theſe Acts were very mild and favourable to M-- 
Delmey, as any man may ſee, and beſides moſt juſt and ne- 
ccfary, yethe never would ſubmit himſelfto any of them, 
ca!l'ngih-m unjuſt,tyrannicall and devyiliſh, 

As torthe firſt concerning the ſecrets of the Conſiſtory, 


he anſwerethihathe would keep ſecret that which muſt be 
| | kept 


kept ſecret, as he had alwaies done, orthat he would keep 
ſecret that which he would judge to require ſecrecy. And 
that ifwe made a conſpiracy againſt the State he ſhould be 
obliged todeclare it. Finally thathe would kcepthe ſecrets 
of the Conſiſtory according to the word of God and our 
Diſcipline. To which we anſwered him that he muſt nor 
entertain ſuch an ill opinion of us, asto think us capable to 
conſpire againſt the State; & ſincethethings which he had 
diyulged had cauſed diviſion in the Church, one oughtnot 
toreferre himſelfto his judgement about things to be ſpoken 
or concealed, butto that oftheConſiſtory; ſeeing that neither 
the word of God nor our Diſcipline givesus any expreſle or 
particular rule upon that ſubje&.Buthe would adde nothing 
to his promiſes. 

Asfor the ſecond AQt forbidding Miniſters topreach one 
againſt another, he ſaid thatthey would thereby inſnare him 
to keep him from announcing all the counſell of God, and 
diſcharging all the funftions of his calling, which enjoyned 
him not only to preach againſt vices, but alſo to confute he- 
reſies; And that ifhisColleagues preached any falſe dotrine 
he was obliged publickly to confute them, leaſt it ſhould 
infe@ the flock. To which it was often anſwered that, ifthe 
tenets which had bin preacht contrary to his, were of an in- 
different nature, he ought not to take upon him direQly and 
preſently to impugne them, but that upon occaſions the 
Conſiſtory ſhould not diſlike that he ſhould expreſs his 
ſenſe; But ifthey were dangerous things then he ought to 
complain to the Conſiſtory ,and ifthe doarine were judged 
falſe and pernicious, not only he ſhould be allowed to 
confute it in his Sermons, but the man that held it forth 
ſhould beenjoyned publickly to retraCt ir. To this he an- 
fwered that in Divinity nothing was indifferent, and that he 
was ſure that his opinions werethe pure truth of God, and 
the contrary opinions falle and dangerous, For 


(s) 

- Forthe third A& which concerned his reconciliation 
with M* Ciſaer, he anſwered , that he had not offended 
him, but that he had been offended by him ; and therefore 
could not ask him pardon. And as for the offences of 
M. C:/zer againſt him he pardoned them, becauſe ſpeak- 
ing againſt him was ſpitting againſt heaven: But thoſe 
which concerned his father, the honour of God being in- 
tereſſed in them he could not pardon them, and therefore 
could notbe reconciled with him. And though M= C:/- 
ner accepting the AQ, craved pardon ofhim for all preten- 
ded offences, according to the order ofthe Conſiftory, yet 
he perſiſted in that pertinacy to refule all reconciliation 
with him; inthe mean while preaching and adminiſtring 
the Sacraments for many months, inſiſting much in his 
Sermons upon the teaſons which ought to hinder us from 
reconciliation or pardoning of offences. In the end being 
aſhamed of the continuall reproaches made to him upon 
that ſubje&, he ſaid that he pardoned him; but with ſo much 
faintneſs and conſtraint that one might plainly ſee the ran- 
cour ofhis heart, which he hath ſince openly ſhewed by 
his actions, and by the publick profeſſion which he made 
once before all the congregation , that he could not ac- 
count him but as his enemy, ſince he accounted him as the 
enemy ofour Churches. And he could never be brought 
to give any ſatisfaftion to M* C:/ner for the great offences 
he had done him. 

After this we have from time to time and very often ex- 
horted him to ſubmit himſelfto our Ates, but he alwayes 
refuſed it. Yea he never gaye over publiſhing all that 
was done inour Afſemblies and confuting { to his power ) 
out of the pulpit the doArine of his Coleagues, daily multi- 
plying his reproaches and outrages againſt the Conſiſto- 
TY. 
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This obliged us to ſuſpend him from the charge of Mo. 
derator,judging it unreaſonable that he ſhould be Preſident 
ofa company whoſe orders he did pertinacioully reje&. So 
ſeeing that we could not preyaile with his ſpirit, neither by 
that chaſtiſement nor byall our intreaties, we ſummoned 
him to appear before the c#zs, thatis, the Aﬀſembly of the 
ſtranger Churches gathered at Lodo. That company lince 
the eſtabliſhment ofour Churches in this town hath been 
alwayescſteemed the true,natural 8 competent judge of all 
the particular Churches which compound it,according to 
the authority given to that Aſſembly by the patent of Zd- 
wardthe VI. As by a great number of examples ofperſons 
thathavec appealed from theConliſtory to theCzzus, we may 
prove, that this Aſſembly hath ever ſince enjoyed that right. 

Mr. Delmey not being able to denie or decline the judge- 
ment of ſfucha lawfullAfſembly promiſt us at the firſt toſub. 
mit himſelfuntoit. Buthe refuſed itfince , eſpecially when 
it was queſtion to preſent himſelfbefore that Aſſembly, juſt- 
ly fearing the ſentence of condemnation which ſuch wiſe 
and underſtanding men were like to pronounce againſt 
him. Yet although he wonld not accept them for his 
Iudges , he accepted them for his Mediatours. Being 
brought before the Cztus they preſt him to ſubmit himſelf 
to our Acts. And that they might be fo clear and intelli- 
gible that he could not cavil at them , the two firſt were 
ſetdownin theſe words 


I. 

The Miniſters ſhall promiſe to keep the buſineſſes of the 
Conſiftory ſecret, ſuch as the Conſiſtory will order tobe kept ſo, 
and the diuvulgatiou whereof might cauſe diſorder among the 
members of the Church. 

II. 
Miniſters ſhall not preach the one az aint the other , fo that 
B it 


(S) 
it be evident that they contradict and confute each other Which 
yer muſt not hinder them from preaching freely their ſenſe in 
indifferent matters , not repugnant to the fundamental points 
of Religion, and containing nothing contrary to the confeſdion 
of our Churches and to the holy Scripture. Of this the Con- 
tory ſhall begudge. 
ag wy of hers third Article which regarded there- 
conciliation of Miniſters, becauſe the' other Miniſters had 
given ſatisfaCtion, the following A& was framed to oblige 
M*- Delmeyto give us ſatisfaCtion for the offenſes by him of- 
fered unto us, and for the diſorder which he had brought 
into our Church, 
EEE 

Whereas many injuries and offences have been done by Mr 
Delmey 70 the Conſiftory, both in his private diſcourſes and in 
his Sermons, and that he hath cauſed much tronble in the 
Church by divulging the ſecrets of the Conſiſtory, andby his 
preaching : The Conſiftory requireth that he acknowledge his 

fault and ask forgiveneſſe for it. 
Theſe AQts having no more pleaſed him then other Aas 
before,and he having reje&ted them, the Cxrzs framed the 
three following and preſented them to us. | 


The Acts of the Cactus. 


E 
The Paſtours ſhall keep thoſe buſineſſes of the conſitory ſe- 
cret which the ſaid Conſiſtory ſhall ordain to be kept ſecret , ac- 
cording tothe word of God and the Diſcipline. 
II 


The Miniſters ſhall a# in from preaching the one again## 
another, and giving juſt orc 4/757: of perſonal offence to any in 
their Sermons, yet reſerv:ug to every one the liberty of preach- 
ing his ſenſe about inaifferent things , ſuch as are thoſe that are 

| 2208 
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not repugnant to the holy Scripture or to the Confeſsion of our 
Churches : Of which the Conſiſtory ſhall be guage, yet withont 
any prejudice againſt appealing to the Colloquie. 

III. The Miniſters ſhall forgive one another ſuch offenſes as 
through humane frailty they may have given the one to the o- 
ther in this controverſie, And HM” Deimey (hallpromiſe, 
hereafter to ſubmit himſelf tothe Atts of” the Conſiftory, as 

forry to have heretofore given occaſion to the contrary. 

Although we found notthat theſe AQts allowed us that 
juſt catisfation which we might expe@ from M-. Delmey 
for the offenſes we had received and were ſorry that our o- 
ther Paſtours were involved on the third a&t of M-. De/mey 
in the ſameacknowledgement of offenſes, he having no juſt 
reaſon to complain ofthem; Yet to ſhew our zeal towards 
peace, wethought it expedient to yeeld ſomething of our 
right, and accept theſe Atts without any alteration. Where- 
as M*. Delmey having taken ſome daies to conſider whether 
he ought to ſubmitto thoſe Ats, inthe end denied todo it. 
Andalthough ſome daics after the Moderatour of that Al: 
ſembly had repreſented to him in grave and preſling terms 

what horrible crime he incurred by tearing the Church in 
pieces and what agonie he might expe in his death-bed for - 
cauſing and entertaining that unhappy breach ; repreſen- 
ting to him the juſtice and neceſſity of the things required of 
him, and reproching him with his ſhamefull ignorance un- 
worthy of a Miniſter of the Goſpel to maintain that there 
was nothing indifferent in Divinity, yetheperſiſted inhis 
deniall and contumacy. The Coetus ſeeing that they advan- 
ced nothing by their mediation and intreaties, declared that 
they left Mr. Delmey tothejudgement of our Conſliſtory,and 
to the exerciſe of our own Diſcipline. 

After this M*. De/mey continuing ſtill his ſeditious Ser 


mons, making aſſemblies ofhis own to oppoſe our govern- 
B.2 ment, 
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ment, and increaſing his outrages againſt the Conliſtory, we 
offered him many times reconciliation and peace, fo that he 
would accept of our Articles or thoſe of the Cezus. Bur 
having again refuſed both, after we had in vain tried all gen- 
tle waies, weaſſembled with the Deacons and ſuſpended 
him irom the exerciſe of his charge till he had acknowledged 
his faults and returned to his duty , not knowing how to 
bring otherwiſe a remedy to our diſorders then by that ne- 
ceſlary ſeverity. 

Certainly if all our proceedings and M-. Delmey's great 
faults be ſeriouſly conſidered, there is great reaſon to won- 
dcr how we couid bear with him ſo long, and uſed no ſo0- 
nerthejuſt and neceſſary remedy to our diſorders,to prevent 
the further effeas ofthoſe.evilsin the Church, which may 
inſome part be imputed to our indulgence. 

Can any ſay that we haye uſed precipitationin condem- 
ninga perſon whoſe diſorderly courſes we haveſo long to- 
lerated, even eighteen months; to whom we haverepre- 
ſented his faults "2nd his duty, and towhom we have alwaies 
offered peace and reconciliation, ſothathe would ſubmit 
himſelfto order for the time tocome? Canany one lay that 
it was out ofhatred or animoſity or reſenting of injuries that 
we have thus proceeded againſt him; wethat have bin rea- 
dy all, and thoſe chiefly of our number to whom he had. of. 
feredthe greateſt outrages,to forgive him all, yea without a- 
ny fatisfaction, if he would but promiſe to ſubmit himiſelſto 
the Conliſtory ? 

IF after all this we be asked what ſufficient ground we 
haye to ſuſpend him ſeeing that he is neither an heretick 
noran ill liver. Truly we have not grounded our ſentence 
againſt him upon any ſuch thing. We do not accuſe him of 
drunkenneſs, fornication, adultery,or theft, but ofrebellion 


againſt Eccleſiaſticall oxder , ET impugning of the 
p 8 ſenſe - 
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ſenſe and practiſe of Reformed Churches, A vice fo great 
that our Diſcipline hath judged it no lefle grievous and 
dangerous then the other above named. For ourſaid Dil. 
cipline puts them all in one and the ſame Article, and pro- 
nounceth equally ofall that they muſt not be tolerated in a 
Miniſter. 1n effe& who ſees not that rebellion againſt Ec- 
cleſiaſticall order isagreat ſin, ſince it openly overthrow- 
eth all order and government inthe Church, aboliſhing all 
authority ofthe Conſiſtory, aud taking from the ſame all 
power of exerciſing any Eccleſiaſticall cenſure againſt any 
whoſoever. Ifa Miniſter will not ſubje& himſelf to the Or- 
der ofthe Church, how can he exhort others to ſubject. 
themſelves to it, or cenſure them for declining that ſubjeQi- 
on? Now itis ſo evident that M*. Delmey is guilty of that 
crime, thatno man that will. caſt an impartial eye upon 
theſe proceedings can deny it. Is it not rebellion to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical order to decline all ſubjefion to the Conſiſtory, 
torejec all his Ats and all his Admonitions, and to have 
raiſed and fomented a party in the Church to oppoſe the 
juſt and lawfull government of thoſe whom God hath ap- 
pointed rulers inthe ſame? If then itbe certain that Me. 
Delmey hath done all theſe things who can doubt but that 
he is truly arebell? And ifhe be ſuch, how could we (af- 
ter wehave borne with him ſo long) bear with him al- 
' wayes, without a manifeſt breach of our diſcipline, which 
injoyns us the contrary, and bringing our Church,through 
our indulgence, to utter ruine? Ifany Miniſter was guilty 
of ſome of thoſe other faults mentioned in the ſame Arti- 
cle, fornication, adultery , drunkenneſs and ſtealing, no 
doubt but every one would approve with all his heart that 
he ſhould be ſuſpended from the exerciſe of his charge. 
Why then ſhould any find fault with our ſuſpending of 


ME. Delmey as guilty of a crime as bad as any ofthereſt. 
Bz Ifi 
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If a Miniſter were not onely guilty of ſome of the forena-” 


med vices,but would maintain them and perſevere in them, 
is more worthy of ſuſpenſion, then {another that would 
acknowledge hisſinne, and crave pardon for it, promi- 
ſing to amend, oughtnot Mr. Delmey by the ſame reaſon 
deſerve more juſtly to be ſuſpended, not onely for being a 
rebell ſolong, but more for declaring and maintaining his 
rebellion, through his refuſing ro ſubmit untothe Acts of 
our Conſiſtory , both to thole that were propcunded to 
him hitherto and thoſe that ſhould be hereafter. 

Perhaps it will be objected, but why will ye call him 
rebell fornot ſubmitting to wicked, unjuſt, tyrannicall and 
devilliſh Aas, contrary to his honour and conſcience and 
theglory of God? A reaſon which M,. Delmey hath often 
alleadgedto us, to juſtifie that he conld not with any juſtice 
ſubmit to our Atts, ſaying beſides that it was better to obey 
God then men. Truly if our Aqs were ſuch as he calls 
them, he might with good reaſon refuſe to ſubmit unto 


them, for in ſuch a caſe rebellion ſhonld be commendable 


and obedience guilty. We defire then thatitbe examined 

whetherthey beſuch, and whether they deſerve to beſo 
ualified. 

As for the firſt Article forbidding the Miniſters to divulge 


the things whichthe Conſiſtory hath enjoined tobe kept 


ſecret, whatjuſt exception can he find againſt it? If that pro- 

miſe be exaCted ofthe Elders publickly in the Church when 
they are admitted into their Office, why ſhould not the like 
obligation ly upon the Miniſters? To whatend ſhould ſome 
keep theſe things ſecret which are done inthe Conliſtory, if 
others had theliberty to pnbliſh them 2 Wherefore in all 
well ordered Conſiſtories this order is carefully kept to for- 


- bidthe Miniſters as well as the Elders to reveal that which 


is done in the Conſiſtory, and which is judged by that Af 
ſem- 
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ſembly to be inconvenient to publiſh. An order ſo care- 
fully obſerved in our Church by all the Paſtours that never 
any beforedid contradiQ it, So if M*. Delmey tell us that his 
conſcience will not give him leave to makethat promiſe, 
ſure his conſcienceis otherwiſe made then that of other Mi- 
niſters ſince he makes (cruple ofthat which all other Mini- 
ſters approve. 

It will be faid alſo that he promiſt to keep ſecretallthat 
which muſt be kept ſecret. Yea, butis itnot plain that by 
ſpeaking thus he promiſt nothing in effe& , ſince after he 
had divulgedall, as he hath done often, he might pay us 
with that excuſe, that the things which he revealed ought 
not to have been kept ſecret, and that he did not judge 
them tobe of that nature? But the clauſe added tothat Ar- 
ticle, to keep theſe things ſecret, the divulgation whereof 
might cauſe a diviſion in the Church, is that chiefly which 
barred all eyaſions from making that promiſe. For as he 
knowesin his conſcience thatit was by the divulging ofthe 
buſineſſes of our Conſiſtory that he hath cauſed and main- 
taineda diviſion in our Church he would be ſure not to 
promiſe a thing which he had not done before and was re- 
ſolved never todo. 

Thus being once cenſured inthe Conſiſtory for a ſediti- 
ous Sermon, he was not contentcd to reveal the cenſure 
prononneed againſt him, and by him rejected, buthe went 
preſenily to complain to his his kindred and friends, two of 
which gave high words to M* Ci/zer about it upon the Ex- 
change, whence ſprung a curſed quarrel which could 
notye: beappeaſed. Thus alſo he hath enflamed all his a- 
betcours telling them that which was done among us, {ct- 
ting them on aad ſending them from timeto time tro come 
with cxpoſtulations and to giveill words to the Conſiſtory. 


How could we ſuffer any longer aperſonthat neyer _ 
| make: 
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make ſuch a neceſſary promiſe for the good and quiet of out 
Church ? Moreover, wasit nota ſhamefull thing that all 
things handled in our Aſſemblies ſhould be known of every 
one, and that the leaſt and the ſimpleſt ofthe Church ſhould 
bear themſelves as judges of our reſolutions, and cenſur 

them?Wasitnotalſoagreatdiforderrhat all things matncs 
& debared in the Conliſtory ſhould again be debated & exa- 
mined privately by a fatious congregation which Mr. Del- 
mcy had framedin the Church to oppoſe our Government? - 
So before we could form any concluſion in the Conſiſto- 
ry wc were to expect therelolution of that clandeſtine con- 
gregation that M*, Delmey might conſent to ours, as himſelf 
hath declared to us; For many times inthe Conſiſtory when 
his advicewas asked upon ſome reſolution, he told us that 
he mu#t conſult with his friends before wiſe, grave, and religi- 
045 en, for ſo he calleth them whom hehath drawn to his 
ſide. Certainly he muſt be blind that ſeeth not that ſuch a 
man was openly refraCtory to-all order, and that we could 
keep him no longer but we mult make our ſelves guilty of all 
the miſeries and inconveniences which follow rebcllion. 

As for the ſecond AQ which forbids the Miniſters to 
preach the one againſt the other, is not ſuch an order abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the edification of the Church > Wepre- 
tended not thereby to oblige thr Min iſters to be of the ſame 
renet and preach all the ſame opinion in all things. We 
would but keep M*. De/meyfrom continuing to confute di- 
rely and openly all the opinions ofhis Colleagues contrary 
to his; havingadded to that effe&an expreſs clauſe that this 
Article did nottake from Miniſters the liberty of preaching 
theicſenſe, though contrary to the ſenſe of his Colleagues,ſo 
ic bebutiathingsindifferentywhich oppoſe not the ground 
of Faith. Can any thing be imagined more ridiculous then his 
Anſwer to that, Thatthere is nothing indifferent in Divinity? 
For 
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For example he belieyeth that the opinion of the 'morality 
of the Sabbath eoncerning aſeveath day to be kept holy, 
& thedivine inſtitution of Sunday,and to believe itunlaw- 
full to preach on Holy dayes commonly called, are ſo many 
Articles of faith, & they that receive them not as ſuch ſinne 
againſt the foundation. But was it nota great injuſtice for 
himto pretend that he may freely confute the opinion of 
his Colleagues and not allow them the like liberty ? Is not 
that challenging a power over the faith of his bcechren, a 
thing ſo expreſſely forbiddenus both by Scripture and our 
Diſcipline, commanding that the Miniſters of the ſame 
Church be equall and that not any one pretend ſuperiority 
over his fellowes ? What Miniſter is able tolive peaceably 
with ſuch aman,who makes all his private opinions to pals 
forſo many Articles of Faith and condemnsall the opinions 
of his Colleagues and of almoſt all the Doctors of the Re. 
formed Churches which are contrary to his,as ſo many he. 
relies? Finally can weluffer any longera Miniſter profeC. 
ſing openly and publiquely that he will confute all opini. 
oas not agrecing to his,& declaringthat he would never al- 
terthat manner of preaching? What edification can the 
poor peoplereceive, hearing allwayes a Paſtour oppoling 
the dotine of his Colleagues, and ſince God hath (et us as 
leaders ofthe Church,could we ſuffer any longer ſucha 
way of preaching which tends manit={tly to the ruine and 
ſcandal of the infirme ? 

As forthe third At both ours and chatofthe Ce2zus they 
contain the fatisfaftion demanded of M* Delmey, for the 


. Outrages and reproaches wherewith he hath charged cithec 


the whole Conliſtory or all his Colleagues, tor the tr »4bles 
waich him(clfhath b:ought intoche Church, and for not. 
ſubmitting himſclfrto our Als, ornot making that promiſe 


of ſubmiſſion which was required of him. 
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But as he neyer would give any fatisfation for the time 
paſt, ſo he never would make any promiſe for th6 time to | 
come. W herefore (will they ſay) will ye oblige himto give | 
you any ſatisfaftion ſeeingthat he hath offended no body ? 
This reaſon he hath often alleadged unto us whereby he \ 
doth cyidently ſhew his pride and preſumption which 
makes him thiak himſelf impeccable, and never to confeſs 
that he hath done amiſſe. Canitbe ſaid that he hath not 
offended the Conſiſtory, having loaden with injuries and 
outrages both the Conſiſtory and his Colleagues ? Was it 
not offending the Conſiftory to ſay that the motion made 
by that Company to reſtore the Sermons upon dayes com- 
monly called Holy, was fooliſh, impertinent,unjuſt and de- 
villiſh, and to have compared us to the Gaderens, com- 
paring himſelfto Ieſus Chriſt; ſaying that we would drive 
him away as the Gadarens expelled Chriſt for their ſwines 
ſake. Didhenot offend us when he called us ſo often ſu- 
perſtitious idolaters and men without conſcience; and 
when he ſaid that the As made againſt him were unjuſt, 
barbarous, inhumane and deviliſh ; and that we perſecuted 
him-becauſe he preach't the power of godlinels? And did 
he not offend us all when he called us all Atheiſts,and appli- 
cdunto us many markes of Atheiſme? Didhe not offend 
us when he cauſed a Petition to be preſented to his Highneſs 
whereby he accuſeth us to haye perſecuted him for preach- 
ing againſt Holy dayes, taughtthe dofrine of repentance, 
and confuted Atheiſticall and dangerous opinions? Did he 
not offend his Colleagues, calling aloud one ofthem a bla(- 
phemer, in the Church, upon a Communion-day; and an 
heretique, accuſing him of treaſon and comparing him to 


 Tuaas, ſaying to him, What thou doeſt, do quickly? Hath he 


not offended his other Colleague alſo, calling him fool & 
unregenerate, accuſing him of ſacriledge, and with him 
two- 


(17) 
two Miniſters and Profeſſours of Divinity of Gexeva.Y ct af. 
tcrhe hath vomited upon us, and many others, ſuch great 
andalmoſt numberleſle injuries, after he hath laid ſo many 
falſe accuſations againſt us, without any ground, of which 
he hath bin to his greatſhame convicted, reading himſelf his 
own condemnation, he continueth ftill to ſay thathe hath 
offended no body, and he would chuſle rather todie then 
ro acknowledge that he hath committed any fault. Thus 
being once intreated and conjured to ſigne ſome Ads as his 
Colleagues had done, he refuſed it obſtinately, with no o- 
ther reaſon ofhis deniall but this, that if he did it he ſhould 
acknowledge that he had done amiſs, and rhat he would 
dierather then to make ſuch a confeſſion. It is true thatone 
day after that we had repreſented unto him all his faults, he 
ſhewing himſelf moved with our admonitions did a great 
force to himſelfto make this confeſſion to us. 

1am a man, I may have done amiſie, but Tbelieve it nat. 7 
find my ſelf guilty of nothing yet I am not thereby juſtified. 

He is 4 941, Doubtleſle he believed before that he was 
ſomething above aman, and likely he muſt by ſome natu- 
rall infirmity have bin warned and convinced of his huma- 
nity. He may have done amiſie but he believes it not. Whata 
preſumption isitfor him to believe that he hath not done a- 
miſſe, having charged the whole Conſiſtory and his Col- 
leagues with ſo many injuries and outrages? Hath he nor 
done amiſſe when he grounded uponhis pretended ſuffer- 
ings and perſecutions the hope ofhis preſent felicity and of 
his eternall ſalvation, ſaying if you expell me our of the 
Church it will bea cauſe not only of my temporall, but alſa 
of mine cternall happineſſe.? He s guilty ofnothing; but he 
muſt needs have a feared conſcience, ifitdo not make him 
feel great remorſes for ſo many ſins which he hath com- 


mitted. Is he guilty ofnothing having ſo grievoully often- 
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dedthe whole Conſiſtory, torn the Church, calumnijated 
all the Proteſtant Churches, and told us fo often foul lics ? Is; 
ſuch a man to be ſuffered with that vain prefumption of in- 
fallibility in his doQrine and manners ? It 1s without doubt 
adeviliſh principle to be ſure never to acknowledge any 
fault, for as ſinning is humane, perſcvering in lin is deviliſh. 
We deſire him to acknowledge that he hath done amiſle by 
declining his ſubmiſſion to our Acts. He refuſeth to ac- 
knowledge ſo much. ' Certainly ſince his diſobedience to 
our Orders is the cauſe of all our diſſenſions, ought he not to 
acknowledge that he is ſorry to have bin the cauſe of ſuch a 
great evil? 

And as forthe promiſe that we required of him that he 
would ſubmit to the Aqts which we ſhould make hereafter, 
doth not his dechning of it overthrow all order and govern- 
ment? Is not any. man that is a member ofa ſociety obliged 
to ſubmit to the reſolutions of the ſame, andif he denies ſo 
much,doth he not deſerve to be expelled out of it? 

How cana Miniſter ofthe Church exhort any ofthe Con- 
aregation to fubmitunto the orders ofthe Conſiſtory,if him- 
{elf donotſubmittothem? Or how can he make cenſurts 
and admonitions in thename of the Conſiſtory, if himſelf 
doth obſtinately reje& them ? 

Ifthe three Afts which we have lateiy examined are not 
unjuſt, tyrannicall, deviliſh, barbarous, cruell or inhumane 
( a+he calls them ) but rather moſt juſt and neceſſary for the 
goodand peace ofthe Church, W ho ſees not that M Del- 
mey is evidently guilty nfrebellion for refuſing to ſubmit un- 
tothem ? 

Beſides is it not rebellionin him to have ereted a compa- 
ny of refratory men to oppoſe the lawfull government of 
thoſe whom God hath eſtabliſhed to be leaders in his 
Church,and to make himſclfthe head of the rebels ? He was 
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not contented to have by his pernicious example ſet'on 
any torejet the orders ofthe Conliſtory, himſelf in our 
preſence hath often pleaded their cauſe and ſided with 
them againl(t us. 

But he deſerved very juſtly to be fuſpended as the onely 
authour of our diviſions, who hath raiſed them not onely 
by divulging the affairs ofour Aſſembly { as we ſaid before) 
but alſo by his ſeditious Sermons, and by his faftious deal- 
ing. As for his Sermons he hath many times exhorted the 
men of his party to haveno communion with the others: 
One time eſpecially he told them that they muſt put on a 
firm,unchangeable and unremoveable reſolution not. to re- 
turn unto them. Alſo he hath many times to his power 
confuted the reaſons alleadged by his Colleagues to exhort 
the peopletolive in union and concord, ' and to pardon 
offenſes mutually. 

To ſhew by whatSpirit he is led, once'upon a Commu- 
nion-day when one of our Miniſters had exhorted the peo- 
ple to peace & charity, alleadging, as motives, the ſpirituall 
communion, that is betwixt us as children of the ſame Fa- 
ther, members of the ſame body,. animated by the fame 
Spirit, waſht in the ſame blood, partakers of the ſame gra- 
ces and called tothe hope of the ſame glory; He for his 
part expreſt a great diſlike of. that exhortation , and cenſu- 
red itinthe Conſiſtory. And to back his cenſure he al- 
leadged that amongthoſe heſpake to,there was both good 
and bad, and that they. muſt not keep communion toge- 
ther, according tothe prediftion,zhat there ſhonld be perpe- 
tual enmity between the ſeedof the woman and that of the Ser- 
pent. Isnot this aſtrange man that will have a Paſtour ſo 
ro preach-to his hearers. Among you there be ſome that 
are Gods children , ſome that are the Devyils, ſome. good 
ome bad, ſome believers ſome unbelieyers, ſome. ele. 
—- ſome.: 
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ſome reprobate. As for you that are believers, cle&, and 
children of God take heed ofhaving any union with the un- 
believers, reprobateand childrea of the Devil. In ſuch 
a way he hath often adreſt his ſpeech to ſome perſons 
whom he calls Saints, and Gods children, exhorting them 
not to agree with the others, whom he calls wicked and 
reprobate. Butifhe know ſuch abominable perſons in 
our Church, why doth henot name them-to us, that wee 
may endeayour to bring them back to repentance; or, if 
they be hardned in theirſins, that we may cut them off as 
rotten members? No doubt but he ſhould haye done fo, 
and not openly exhorted ſome of the Church to keep a- 
ſunder from others, upon that ſuppoſition , that ſome 
are goodandele@, andthe others wicked and reprobate. 
So he calls them that are not ofhis opinion and whom he 
couldnot draw to his faction. Whieh made him tell us 
once, That if we preacht upon holy dayes, weſhould 
ſcare all the good men outof the Church. His abettours 
following his cxample,as they call themſelves Saints, ſo they 
hold themſelves the onely men that truly deſerye that 
name, deſpiſing and rejefting others as wicked, and one 
of them did not ſtickto cail us all reprobate. 

Afterthis, inan Aſſembly which we gathered of the 
heads of families to informthem of the ſubje& of our dif- 
ferences, he openly ſet on our people to diviſion and rebel- 
lion againſt the Confiſtory, which he loadeth with out- 
ragious words, yeadid his worſt to ſtirre the people to a 
tumult,to which he had diſpoſed many by ſecret Aſſem- 
blies which he had held the day before. 1f he hath been 
ſobold as to incitethe people publiquely to diſcord in his 
Sermons, Iudgeye what he may have done in his Con- 
venticles, where he meets often with thoſe ofhis party. 

Have we not then ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpend a perſon 
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whoſe maximes and pernicious praCtiſes overthrow all or. 
der and government and haye wrought ſucha ſad diviſion 
among us? Ifinthe Liturgy of the holy Communion thoſe 
perſons are excommunicated that make Seas by themſelves 
to break the unity ofthe Church, Have we not much more 
cauſe to ſuſpend from the exerciſe of his charge, a Miniſter 
who by his fation hath broken the peace and union of our 
Church; 32. 

Ofone wrong we were moſt ſenſible, that even before 
we had interdicted him the exerciſe of his Miniſtery , 
he had cauſed a petition full of falſe and impudent ac- 
cuſations to be preſented to his Highneſs. Of which theſe. 


' arctheyery words. 


To his Highneſs the Lord 


PROTECTOR 


of the Common-wealth of England 
Scotland andIreland. 


The humble petition of divers fathers of families of the 
French- Church in London, in the behalf of them- 


ſelves and many other members. 


YE Heweththat the Conſiſtory ofthat Church, againſt 

VS the mutuall agreement ofthemſelves and the reſt: 

JL of the French-Churchesin Exglandhave introdu- 
=== cdtheobſcrvation of holy daies,and tyrannically. 

ſuſpended MF. Delmey one oftheir Miniſters from part of his 

office, for preaching againſt. holy daies and Atheiſticall and: 
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dangerous opinions, and for teaching the doQrine ofrepen- 
tance and other orthodox truths endeayouring toecjet him 
out of his Cure &c. 

We are accuſed to have introdnced the obſeryation of 
Holy daies, becauſe not long ſince we thoughtit conveni- 
ent to preach upon thole daies for the juſt reaſons which we 
ſhall repreſent. 

M-. Delmey had bin ſuſpended from his charge of Mode- 
ratour becauſe we thought it not juſt that he ſhould fit Pre- 
iident ofa company whole orders he did wholly reje& and 
deſpiſe. And that reaſon was alledged when that Aft was 
made. He on the contrary imputes to us that we have ſul- 
pended him forpreaching againſt holy daies and againſt a- 
thciſticall and dangerous opinions, and for teaching the do- 
aririe of repentanceand other orthodox yerities. 

What? Are he and his abettours ſo deſtitute of ſhame 
as to give ſuch falſe reaſons of his ſuſpenſion? Do they not 
accule us as abominable perſons and Libertines, when they 
ſay that we have ſuſpended him for preaching repentance? 
Do they not accuſe us to be Atheiſts and Hereticks, when 
they ſay that we have condemned him for teaching ortho- 
dox doctrines and confuting athciſticall and dangerous opi- 
nions ? But as they made ule oftheſe calumnies to make us 
odious to them that govern the State, we know allo that 
they have diſſeminated them to make us odious ameng the 


Engliſh Miniſters. Secing then that notwithſtanding that 


lenity and charity which we have uſed towards him, having 
with ſo much patience born with his unrulineſſe a very 
long time, he ſhewed ſo much hatred and animoſity againſt 
us going about to ruine and undoe us ifit had bin in his 
power, could we with any juſtice ſuffer ſuch a man any lon. 

gcramong(tus ? 
But they object that we could not ſuſpend Mr. Delmey 
ſince 
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ſince he had appealed from our Ads tothe Colloquie, and 
that we had accepted of his Appeal. Itis very true that he 
appealed the laſt year unto the Colloquie. But a Colloquie 
having bin called ſince, which yet could notbe held, may we 
not ſay that his Appeai is now void ? But ſuppoſe it to be 
fillin force. What? Inthe uncertainty that we were into 
havea Colloquie perhaps in many years, asitis ordinary in 
this countrey by reaſon ofthe poverty and ſmall number of 
our Churches, muſt we in that intervall have given Mr. Del- 
27ey leaveto do what he wouldas he pretended and to ruine 
the Church by his ſcandalous Sermons and his factious pra- 
Ctiſes > Had wenot bin much to blame, if we had not done 
our endeavourto hinder the continuation of theſe difor- 
ders, whichthreatned our Church ofa totall diſſipation? 
Theſe are the cauſes that obliged usto ſuſpend Mr. Delmey 

from the exerciſe of his Miniſtery.And they are fojuſt & ne- 
ceflary, that we doubt not but that all perſons not prepoſſeſt 
with paſſion will wholly approve them. W hence it is made 
evident how falſc-is that which he and his followers jmpute 
unto us, &publiſh every where, that we have ſuſpended him 

becauſe he hath oppoſed himſelf to the eſtabliſhing of holy 
daies, which weareaccuſed to have broughtin. Toconfute 
that calumny we will repreſent ſomewhat at large both our 
ſenſe, and what we have done upon thatſubject. 

In England they uſed heretoforeto keep ſome daies ho- 
ly, and among others thoſe of Chriſts nativity, New-years 
day, Eaſter, Pentecoft, and the daies that follow them; up- 
on which there was preaching, and afterwards by an ill cu- 
ſtomealmoſtevery one upon thoſe daies was licentiousand 
gave himſelfto games and ſports. They that undertook the 
reformation of Church and State having aboliſht that ſcru- 
pulous and ſuperſtitious obſervation of holy daies, many 
Miniſters did notthink it fit to preach upon thoſe daies, ho- 
ping thatby that means they would be: no more conſidered 
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then other common daies. But it is happened through the 
inclination that men have to retain that which contributes 
to their content and delight, that although many had remo- 
vedthe exerciſes of piety, they could not remove the ordi- 
narylicentiouſneſle from that time, nay rather, whereas be- 
forctime the people ſpent part of thoſe daics in deyotion and 
another part in ſports, now after the removing of the exerci- 
ſes of piety the moſt part ſpends them wholly in licentiou(- 
neſſe; So that which was good was taken away, and the 
mot part ofthe evilis left. Doubtleſle our Churches, after 
the example of the Dutch-Churches ought to retain their 
ancient cuſtomes according to the priviledges which they 
have to cxcrciſe their own Diſcipline. Yet one of the Mini- 
ſters of our Church, ofhis own private motion, without a- 
ny Commiſſion from our Conſiſtory, did propound to the 
Colloquie of our Churches in the year 1644. that holy daies 
ſhould be aboliſht, thereby meaning that the exerciſes of pi- 
cty ſhould be left off which were uſed to be done in thoſe 
daics. Andas he had much power in that, Colloquie and 
with thoſe that compounded them, which at the moſt were 
the Deputies oftwo or three Churches, being beſides a man 
ofauthority, he had no great difficulry to obtain what he 
asked. Allthe other Churches and ours eſpecially was very 
ill atisfied with that reſolution: and Mr. De/zzey Miniſter of 
Canterbury was ſo ill tisfied, that he ſhewed much reſent-, 
ment about it. Since that time the Church of London in 
the laſt Colloquicheld in the year 1654 moved a queſtion 
whether by that Act of the precedent Colloquie it was inten- 
ded to brand with ſuperſtition and idolatry the Reformed 
Churches which uſe Sermons upon thoſe daies. Which 
being reſolved in the negative, We ſeeing our people to 
give oyer working upon thoſe daies as the other people of 
the land, ſeeing alſo that moſt part of the people withrt for 
Sermons, thoug ht fit of late to ſatisfic that juſt and religious 
| de- 


(235). 


deſire. Thatis theground of MF. Delmey's lowd aceuſtng 
ofus that we have brought inthe obſervation ofholy dayes, 
and traducing us as idolaters and ſuperſtitious men, But 
we will fay the true differences that we have with him,and 
ſo let every man ſeethe injuſtice ofhis calumnies. J 
Our chiefqueſtion is not whether it be lawfull upon Ea- 
ſterand Whitſunday , toſpeak ofthe reſurreQion of Ieſus 
Chriſt on the one, and of the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt on 
the other, according tothe practiſe and cuſtome of all the 
Reformed Churches. We will butobſerve that Mc. De/- 
cy for fear of being ſuperſtitious ſhewes evidently that he is 
ſo in thatpoint , becauſe he would think that he ſhould 
have committed a great ſinne; if upon thoſe two dayes he 
had ſpoken a word in his Sermons ofeither oftheſe myſte- 
ries of our Religion. Forthe day of Chriſts Nativity if it fall 
upona Sermon-day he belieyveth that one muſt not at all 
preach upon that day; We on the contrary believe that one 
may very well preach upon that day, and mention alſo the 
Nativity of our Lord Ieſus. 
Of New yeares day he hath the ſame opinion; as of that 
of Chriſts Nativity, and will not have any Sermon upon it 
becauſe it was dedicated to the memory of his circumciſi- 
on. Weonthe contrary letting the matter ofthe Circum- 
ciſion alone, ſay that not onely it isa harmeleſs but a moſt 
convenient cuſtome to aſſemble ourſelyes upon that day, to 
thank the Lord for the prote&ion which he hath extended 
upon us both the year before and allthe years of our life, 
and to crave his bleſſing both for that which we begin , and 
for all the years thatweare to live, or to ask of God the 
pardon ofour finnes , andthe aſſiſtance ofhis Spirit forthe 
whole condu@ of our life. Likewiſe for the dayes which 
follow Eaſter and Pentecoſt, Mr. De/mey-belicycth that it is 
not lawfullthen topreach , whereas we believe that we 
may very well doit. {+ --<:  -(. | 
[5 + IS . But 


0G , 
\ \ 
Sdn 


(26) 


But that things which we believe not, may not be impu. 
teduntous, thisis our opinion upon that matter. We 
believe that Ieſus Chriſt by his death hath taken away all 
that obligation inherent either to places or times, and that 
diſtin&tion of dayes which was in force under the old Teſta. 
ment. We believe that all dayes are equall and that it is 
a weakneſs in faith to make more of one day then another, 
We believetharitis not in the power of any Church or 
any other Aſſembly to impoſe the obſervation of a Holy 
day to the Chriſtian people, and. that it is a ſuperſtition ta 
keepa day Holy out of devotion to the day, for any. holi. 
nes or honour attributed unto it., asthough it repreſented 
fome mylterious thing. 

Theſe things we grant very willingly, and that is e- 
nough to clearus from the imputation of jidolatrie. and ſu- 
perſtition which islayd upon us. But this is the queſtion 
between us. Whether we be guilty of ' ſuperſtition and 
:dolatric for preaching upon Chriſtmas-day, New years 
day , and the dayes which follow Eaſter day and Whitſun- 
day. Ms:.Delmey maintained that by fo doing we are ſu- 
perſtitious and commit a great ſinne, We bclicve ncither. 
We acknowledgethat weſhould be guilty if we preacht up- 
on theſe daycs out of ſome opinion of their merit and holi- 
neſs above other dayes. But we are ſo farre from that 
thought, that many among us do not ſo much as know the 
names of thoſe true or pretended Saints, to whoſe memo- 
ry ſome oftheſe dayes have been dedicated. We thought 
ir expedient to preach upon thoſe dayes onely to keep our 
people employed about devotion, and to take them off 
from the ill examples of licentiouſneſs in the Nation. where 
they live. We acknowlege that ifthe people among which 
ve live, or our people, were accuſtomed to follow-thecir la-. 
bour and the exerciſes of their calling upon thoſe dayes, it 
would bea vain affeQation to take them off from their la. 
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bour preciſely atthattime to put them upon exerciſes of 
piety. But ſince every one is uſed to ferbear working upon 
thoſe dayes or to employ them in ſports, can any take ex- 
ceptionsat our meeting in our Templeto employ the peo- 
ple of our Congregation about devotion and the ſervice 
of God, andto take them off from idleneſs and deboiſh ? 
Whether is better to paſs ones time ina Tavern or in a- 
Church? indrinking orpraying? In playing or hearing the. 
word of God and ſinging hispraiſes? If (as we hope that 

Mr. Delmey will confels) it is notill done to pray, to read ,. 
and meditate Gods word in private,we can hardly compre-. 
hend why it willnot be lawfull for us to do in publique. 
with onr brethren, in the Temple, that which we may do: 
in private in ourhouſes* If theſe exerciſes ofpicty are good. 
things in themſelyes webelieve not that our union in the 
ordinary place of our meeting makethem evil and unplea-- 
ſing to God. And ifthoſe dayes be not polluted, as certainly: 
they are not, but altogether like unte other dayes. ; we: 
may doubtleſs, imploy them alike as others to the 
glory of God. Butas we leave MF. Del/meyin his own liber- 

ty and opinion, not obliging him either to preach or meet: 
with our Aſſembly in ſuch times,it is certainly a great tyran-: 
ny and injuſtice for him:to go about to take: from us that. 
comfort& joy which we enjoy when we ſecall us together: 
imploycd in the exerciſes of piety and Gods ſervice. 

So much is enough toſhew how: tarre our opinion and ! 
practiſe is diſtant from our adverſaries of the Rowiſh Com- 
munion. For they obſervethoſe dayes out of their devo-: 
tion to that holineſs which they-attributeunto them. They: 
are farre from eſteeming-the dayes equall, They hold fome. 
more holy and more excellent then others, & beheve thar: 
to keep them holy isa religious At, and a.point of. Gods, 
ſervice: Whereas we accountall daies to be alike and-keep; 
none as holy, and if we preach upon any, it is for our mutu-: 
aledification and inſtruction, . 7-5; Alc. 
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Although we have repreſented this our ſenſe many times 
to M*. Delmey, yet we could never obtain from him that he 
would have ſo much charity as to leave accuſing and crying 
us down as ſuperſtitious and idolaters. Many times alſo we 
have deſired him to tell us his reaſons why he would judge 
us guilty ofthele errours. One of our Paſtours hath often 
oftered to conferre with him either in publick or priyate up- 
on that queſtion, 

But whether he miſtruſt the juſtice of his cauſe, or the 
ſtrength of his parts, he would never come to that triall. He 
had promiſt to give us his reaſons in writing to prove his te- 
netand confute ours, But he hath, belike, found his own 
reaſons ſo, weak that he choſe rather to go from his word 
then let us ſee them. In ſtead of which he hath made us | 
whole Sermons, ufing the ſame arguments againſt us as we 
uſe againſt the Rom;ſh Church, and charging the Reformed 
Churches with the ſame idolatry and ſuperſtition in that 
point : W hereby we found our ſelves obliged to give way 
that one of our Paſtours ſhould likewiſe confute him out of 
the pulpit, tojuſtifie both us andall the Proteſtants from the 
blame laid upon us by him. Helſecing himſelf convinced 
and not knowing whatto reply, out of reyenge and animo- 
ſity againſt him thathad put him to zo» plus, applyed unto 
him and to the whole Confiſtory many marks of atheiſme 


 inaſermon which hepreachtſoon after. 


But this is very ſtrange, that after he had alledged his rea- 
ſons to us he told us often inprivateand in his Sermons alſo, 
how thar opinion of his againſt the exerciſes of piety upon 
thoſe daies was a truth which God had revealed unto him 
&an extraordinary light which he had. Ought he not thenbe 
aſhamedto utter the viſions ofhis brains unto usas revelati- 
ons of theSpirit ofGod.Or doth hethink that we will admit 
that principle ofprivate revelations contrary to the divine, 
to authorize the enthuſiaſms of fanaticall men and aboliſh 
the authority of Gods word? In conſcience can any blame us 
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for not embracing an opinion for whichno reaſon can be gi- 
ven, but only an imaginary revelation; Or can any find fault 
with us becauſe we chuſe rather to follow the opinion of 
wellnigh all our DoC@ours and the praCtiſe of ſo many Re- 
formed Churches then the revelations or dreams ofan en- 
thuſiaſt? Himſelf, ifhe had any modeſty, would not under- 
take to condemn lo ſeverely the ſenſe ofall our Reſormers 
and almoſt alltheir followers and to blame the cuſtomeof 
all Proteſtant Churches, but ſome in Great Br#taz. 

But we may be asked why we will not conform rather to 
the practiſe ofZ-g//hChurches then to that of ſtrangers? We 
anſwer,that ſince the firſt eſtabliſhment of our Church we 
had alwaies that priviledge to have our particular govern- 
ment, and would never conform our ſelves to that ofthe Zn- 
gliſh. As our Diſcipline is in effe& that of the Churches of 
France, & hath almoſtno conformity to any of the Church- 
es of this countrey, it is much more convenient for us ro fol- 
low the practiſe of the firſt, then that of others. Belidesin 
this great variety of Diſcipline and form of government, to 
whom will they have us to conform our ſelyes? Some 
preach upon thoſe daies, upon other grounds; we declare 
that it is not to follow their opinion that we do thelike. Of 
thoſe with whom we do not agree in matterofgoyernment, 
we think not our ſelves obliged to borrow a pattern for the 
government of our Church;for thoſe whom wethink tobe 
erroneous both in doftrine and diſcipline, their authority is 
of little credit with us. And as for thoſe with whom we agree 
both in doctrine and Diſcipline, ifthey all agreed inthe ſame 
praQtiſe; we confeſle that their example might have more 
force to perſwade usto follow it. But ſince they are ſodiffe- 
rent in their way about that point, ſome ſaying that it is well, 
ſome that it is ill done, to preachupon thoſe daies; whoſhall 
decide the bnſineſs to teach us what example we muſt fol- 

low? And if many among them, yea ofthe moſt able and 
moſt famous, preach upon thoſe daics, why ſhould we be . 
__ deniedthelike liberty ? Ve 


- 
F* ty 
14.4 a. 


+ —_ *> 

, 4 S 
4 £2.- 
A - " 


'2 
& s 
-, N 
46 b. 
, » 
- = 
Ms | ; 
_. - os 
;'S 
J ; £4 4 $4 
I 4 F & X-S4 
E ©. - z 
+ © £8 a 
3 - 
4 


4 


xa bis 4 . = 2 5 
+ > Li: 054 


voy 


We have inſiſted upon the declaration of our ſenfe and 
juſtification of our conduct upon that point , becaulc'it is 
the chief ground of M* Delmey's accuſations, for which he 
hath uſed to cry us down and (etus forth eyery where as ſu- 
perſtitious and idolatrous men, who by the recalling ofholy 


. dayes have a deſign to bring back the errours & practiſes of 


the Roman Church. We doubt not but that ſuch as will take 
the pains to read this; will acknowledgethe injuſtice and un- 
truth of that allegation,and will eafily judge that Mr.Delmey 
is the onelv Author ofall the troubles ot our Church, and 
that we have moſt juſtly ſuſpended him from the excerciſe 
of his charge among us. And to ſhew that the things which 
we havealleadged againſt him are the true cauſes of his ſu- 
(penſion;alrhough the knowledge we have of his humour 
and ſpirit make us fear continual troubles in our Church as 
long as he ſhall be among us; Nevertheleſs we again declare 
that weare ready toreſtorc him tothe exerciſe of his Mini- 
ſery,ifhe will but accepteither our Ads or thoſe of the Cez- 
tus which we haye here repreſented. Both of them are fo 
juſt and neceſſary that we believe, there is none ( unleſs he 
have a prejudice againſt us)that will condemn them; & will 
wonder why M- Delmey, by refuſing to ſubmit unto them 
hath both cauſed and maintained this funeſt diviſion in our 
Church. Yea we hope that ſuch as had prejudices againſt us 
through falſe relations, being now better informed of the 
merit andjuſtice of our cauſe, will leavethem, and approve 

of our proceedings. Howloever we hope that though our 


_ adverſaries had the power by their fatious prattiſes to cauſe 


us tobe condemned by thoſe whom by all means theyl1a- 


- bourto draw totheirparty,we ſhall be juſtified by all unpar- 


tiall perfons, And that God above all,in whom wettuſt, ta- 
king our proteCtion, will maintain&manifeſt aur innocency 
and confound the deſigns of thoſe that have conſpired toge- 
ther t&-Oppreſs.us. WS .- 


A c RG P o LES: 8 + 
.N $8 . q > Lb ate 
” 4 IPs vY IEF : £ LES '” F 


